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Stay Low, Observe and Meditate: The Way to Deal with the World in the
Exception Time--

2018 Retrospective Exhibition of Lin Hong-wen’s Art in KMFA

By Huang, Hai-ming
Professor of the Department of Cultural and Creative Industries Management, National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

According to Lin himself, his works cannot be more about the reality. I agree with his comment completely and,
at the same time, believe there are some kinds of rational and scientific attitudes in his works. What his super
realistic works intended to express is definitely not certain individual objects in what meets the eye but a kind
of universal and constant condition of being or a kind of complicated internal-external interactions of being
through Lin’s first intuitive and then analytical observation. In addition to the projection of private emotions and
the pursuit of ultimate transcendence, his works also reflect the connections between him as an artist with acute
sensitivity and independent consciousness and the new collective consciousness of cynicism gradually forming
in society.

As Lin points out in his works, the present or near future in the eyes of cynics is actually turning into or has
already turned into ruins. In this essay, I call the present time in which the collective consciousness of cynicism
has already formed or is forming “the Exception Time”. In this time, Lin’s art partly reveals his determination
to seek transcendence and also partly demonstrates his predicament of having to become a cynic himself from
time to time in his dealing with the world.

This essay is intended to help viewers appreciate and connect Lin’s works to the micro levels of materials,
textures, layers and traces by presenting them with an intuitive analysis of a large quantity of Lin’s works in
different categories in order to not only structurally find out key patterns or clues in the works but also prepare
viewers with brief explanations and questions to ask about Lin’s works before they come to the exhibition. Then
viewers are asked to forget the scaffold-like guidance in this essay when they are standing in front of Lin’s works
to directly appreciate the extremely complicated, extremely poetic and extremely cruel human-environment
relationships depicted with extreme precision in Lin’s works.
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On the Art of Lin Hong-wen
By Chen, Hung-yi

Associate Professor of Doctoral Program in Art Creation and Theory, Tainan National University of the Arts

Abstract

Lin Hong-wen studied at the National Taiwan Academy of Arts in the late 1970%. In his mind, the source of the
most inspiring nutrients for his studying in that period was the school library. His reading started with painting
albums and then extended to science education books. He read science books like reading philosophy ones,
infusing abstract philosophical concepts into many disciplines such as ecology, geographical science, architecture,
and interior design. What connects his knowledge about these different disciplines like a thread is the Stray Birds
by Rabindranath Tagore. To Lin, knowledge about different disciplines is intertextual. It is all art with the same
wisdom but expressed in different forms. Learning knowledge this way has infiltrated into his thinking and it is
also reflected in his artistic creation model and expression language.

Lin made his official debut in Taiwan’s world of art during the politically and socially turbulent 80%. After the
lift of the martial law in 1987, the long-accumulated energy of society in Taiwan exploded like mountain floods.
Lin rose to the fore very quickly at that time and gained his reputation. What Lin experienced and practiced
back then seems to exemplify the quote by Tagore: “The world is the wotld of wild storms kept tame with the
beauty of music.” However, as a young artist, Lin determined to leave Taipei and returned to Tainan, where he
co-founded the Southern Taiwan New Style Painting Society in 1986, an organization that, to a certain level, has
reversed or sowed the seed of reversing the imbalanced development of contemporary art between northern
and southern Taiwan since 1986.

After the disasters caused by major typhoons in the 90’ and the catastrophic 921 Earthquake, the themes of Lin’s
art expanded to the environment and nature. Several of his environmental works are created using drift bamboo
pieces from the bamboo planks used to host oysters in oyster farms along the seashore in southwestern Taiwan,
damaged in typhoons, brought into the ocean by the floods, and finally washed ashore before Lin collected them.
The material of drift bamboo and the language of Lin’s artistic creation are both simple and plain bordering on
being desolate. This characteristic can trace back to Enku, a Zen master in Japan. Enku embraced the world and
every being in it with his natural, “simple and plain” philosophy, not the pretentious “Wabi-sabi” (finding beauty in
the imperfection and transience of nature) contrived by Japanese elite intellectuals. The Enku-like simple and plain
quality is what characterizes the ecological and environmental installation works created by Lin.

Living in Danei has enabled Lin to feel the pulses and rhythms of the land and hear the shouts and sighs of
the “seemingly mute land”. It has also taught him the rhythms of wind and the language of trees. He cares
more about how to give the tree and the wind their voices and how to coexist harmoniously with nature. He
always immerses himself into the text and his works into the landscape, serving the optimal interest of natural
landscape. Nature is an extension of the artist himself. He converts his idealism for society and his care about
humanity and ecology into a kind of energy benefiting the world just like “spring rain dissipated in the night
breeze and silently nourishing every being on earth”.
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