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Since the opening of this museum, starting with the Reservoir
of Fine Arts in Kaohsiung, we have continued to introduce
a series of Art of Kaohsinng exhibitions with different
themes highlighting the charactetistics of southern Taiwan.
These distinctive exhibitions have helped to increase
Kaohsiung's fine art capabilities and depth. Last year, the
museum completed the compilation of the “Kaohsiung
Art Development Chronology” and established a website.
Starting with this year, the museum places special emphasis
on planning and holding research exhibitions featuring
Kaohsiung's senior artists. We hope that our in-depth
interviews, data compilation and analysis, and artwork
cataloguing will express our utmost respect for these
artists of the older generation, who worked tirelessly and
achieved outstanding results, and ensure that they receive the
recognition they deserve in Kaohsiung's att history. In the
wake of Chan Fu-yun’s and Hung Ken-shen’s retrospective
exhibitions, we recommend the 2010 Kaohsiung Arts Award
winner Chen Shui-tsai.

Chen Shui-tsai was born in 1946 in Cigu, Tainan County. He
entered the Department of Fine Arts at National Taiwan
Normal University in 1967, around the time that a wave of
new thinking swept through Taiwan's art wotld. The debate
and discussion concerning numerous issues in the art
community deeply affected Chen, inspiring him to promote
innovation in art. After graduating in 1971, Chen taught and
settled in Kaohsiung, In the development of modern art in
Kaohsiung, which has lasted for several decades, Chen has
never been absent, and even played a pivotal role.

During the late 1970s, in order to encourage modern art
in Kaohsiung, which still had a very traditional view of att,
he founded the Kui Art Exchibition in 1982 with Hung Ken-
shen and others. Chen and his colleagues relied on the
exhibitions to introduce new art concepts, and also organized
accompanying lectures and discussion sessions. He was also
one of the founding members of the Kaohsiung Modern Art
Association when it was founded in 1987. The Kaohsiung
Modern Art Association strove vigorously to promote the
relevance and social focus of modern art. Apart from actively
patticipating in social activities and staying in touch with
society, the group also held annual exhibitions on special
topics, engaged in reviews and criticism, and strove to ensure
that modern art full expressed its forward-looking and critical

qualities. Chen served as the editor-in-chief of the Dragon:
An Art Monthly from 1990 to 1997. The publication of this
art journal highlighted the characteristics of Kaohsiung’s art,
actuated the development of art market, and raised the art
views and energy of southern Taiwan to a level in parallel
with those of northern Taiwan.

Chen Shui-tsai believes: “Modern life can be equated with
urban life.”” Since 1980, he has consistently sought to make
urban life the central content of his art. As far as Chen is
concerned, in short, “art is a ceaseless process of extraction
and refining in which his life experiences are converted to
images.” His artistic perspectives are derived from his real-life
experiences, and have since extended as far as understanding
of life, cultural thinking, and artistic awareness. Chen seeks to
compress these complex ideas within his works, and tries to
use pure images to present complicated implications beating
multiple meanings. This exhibition displays over 100 of
Chen's works reptesentative of different petiods, featuring his
whole artistic cateer with unprecedented comprehensiveness,
and bearing witness to the glamour of his art.

Concerning art criticism, it is well known that Chen’s art
critiques are profound and precise. He is therefore reputed
as one of the three important art critics of Kaohsiung. In
addition, living in the city, he seems to act as a recluse. He
participates in events but keeps a distance for objective
observation. His insights into the social environments are not
only reflected in his writing but also in his artistic creations.
Consequently, Chen is a heavyweight figure in the artistic
circle in southern Taiwan, and he plays a decisive role in the
development of modern art in Kaohsiung in the 1990s.

In the invitation to his first solo exhibition in 1981, he wrote:
“The land decides the types of plants that can grow on it and
hence the fruits that the plants bear. When I focus on the land
where we live, I am no longer restrained by the differences of
traditional, modern, Eastern and Western arts. My art is the
presentation of my truest feelings about the land.” 30 years
later, this statement can still suitably epitomize Chen's artistic
persistence and creative concepts. It is this consistency that
Chen has maintained throughout his artistic career.

Pei-ni Beatrice Hsieh
Director
Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts
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Utrban Stealth: Chen Shui-tsai's Intervention and Indifference
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Abstract

In Taiwan's contemporary art community, Chen Shui-tsai (1946- ) is one of a small number of artists
who have given extensive thought to their personal artistic theory and also possess clear expressive

skills.

Chen refers to his making art as "cooking a pot of thick soup." In this rather precise metaphor, the
thick soup contains the artist's creative essence, but seems to contain nothing. Unlike the enticing
“fotiaoqiang” (“Buddha Jumps over the Wall," a famous Chinese soup), which contains clearly visible
ham, pork belly, pigeon's eggs, taro, and shiitake mushroom for the diners' selection, Chen's thick
soup doesn't have any morsels that can be found. When you try it, though, you will find that it has
incredible flavor and limitless aftertaste.

This essay performs conceptual analysis and stylistic assessment of Chen's main series of works in
conjunction with such themes as "venture," "mutation," "roaming," and "fantasy." The essay examines
the developmental context of Chen's work and also parallels the curatorial plan for the exhibition
Floating Images: Art of Chen Shui-tsai at the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts. The "artist's statement” is
quoted extensively in this essay, which hopes to give readers a basic understanding and appreciation of
the essence of Chen's att.
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