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Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts Year at a Glance
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New Gallery Rooms 104 and 105

To elevate the quality of spatial experience for visitors, the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts (KMFA) carried out its first
large-scale renovation project since the museum’s inauguration. The renovation took 144 work days and was completed
at the beginning of 2018. The new Gallery Rooms 104 and 105 are the first among all city museums in Taiwan to be
equipped with a homogenizing light guide film system. This is the KMFA's first step towards enhancing the museum’s
professional facilities as well as design aesthetics, and the effort has been recognized by the TID Award of Public Space
and the Golden Pin Design Award.

Collaboration with Other Museums

The KMFA collaborated with UK-based Tate Museum to hold Nude: Masterpieces from Tate, the first exhibition for
the KMFA as an administrative corporation. The exhibition showcased artworks by modern and contemporary artists
including Rodin, Renoir, Degas, Matisse, Picasso, and Lucian Freud revolving around the theme of the nude body.
Through this exhibition, viewers can be transported through the most versatile and exciting 200 years of western art
history.

Validation of Multiple Exhibition Awards

In 2018, four of the KMFA's exhibitions were selected as Taiwan's Top Ten Excellent Exhibitions, including Still Waters Run
Deep, Nude: Masterpieces from Tate, Lin Hsin-Yueh: Magical Light and Shadow in Nature, and Space, Poetry and People:
Art of Lee Kuang-Yu, which won first place, fourth place, sixth place and tenth place respectively. In addition, Tomb
of the Soul, Temple, Machine and Self was nominated for the Taishin Arts Award, an important award for Taiwanese
contemporary art.
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Collection of Important Artworks with Southern Perspectives

In 2018, the KMFA collected many important pieces of artworks that not only carry significant meaning in Taiwanese art
history, but also focus on the aspect of “the South.” These artworks include the surreal Spring of Alishan and abstract
Landscape, both created in 1957 by Chuang Shih-Ho, a pioneering artist in Taiwan's wave of modernization. The KMFA's
full collection of acquisitions in 2017 can be viewed in the exhibition The Essential: New Acquisitions.

Collection of International Artworks through Curatorial Projects

Through the KMFA's international curatorial project, Still Waters Run Deep, which was held at the beginning of the year,
the museum has been able to keep a few important pieces of artworks created by leading foreign artists in 2018. These
pieces of artworks include sculptures and installations by Japanese artists Masaya Hashimoto and Yoshihiro Suda, visual
imagery by Miwa Yanagi, the moving and poetic Many Spoken Words and The Pond by Su-Mei Tse, and (Waiting for-) Texts
for Nothing #8 by Joseph Kosuth, an American conceptual artist.

A Plethora of Experiences and Activities

In 2018, the KMFA held various kinds of art activities that encouraged visitors to experience the museum in a whole
new way, even moving their bodies to really take in the atmosphere. For example, the Nude Sketch Workshop invited
prominent local artists in Kaohsiung to provide guidance to participants; Lin Lee-Chen from the Legend Lin Dance Theatre
led a workshop where participants got in touch with their somatic perception; Musician Christine Hsu planned a series of
music theater experiences; and interactive yoga and dance activities were held in exhibition spaces inside the museum.

Publication of an Important Academic Reference Book

Sound of Footsteps on the Island-Contemporary Austronesian Art Highlights in Taiwan includes all the artist interviews that
have been collected in the bi-monthly magazine Art Accrediting since 2005, focusing on interviews with contemporary
indigenous Taiwanese artists. The nearly 50 artist interview articles in the books are an observation of the life history of
these artists as well as an important resource for conducting research on contemporary indigenous Taiwanese art.
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Showcasing Contemporary Art through Exhibitions
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Broadening Our International Horizons

In 2018, the KMFA worked on establishing direct collaboration
with other art institutions, hoping to bring a broader vision of
international arts as well as the latest topics of discussion to
our viewers. For example, New Old: Designing for Our Future
Selves is an exhibition the KMFA held together with London's
Design Museum. The theme of the exhibition was aging, and it
inspired experts in various fields to come up with better living
solutions for our aging population.

Nude: Masterpieces from Tate, a touring exhibition which
was presented in the KMFA in 2018, was different from other
exhibitions the museum has co-organized with the media
in the past. It was an outcome of the direct collaboration
between the KMFA and the Tate Museum in the United
Kingdom. It featured the theme of “nudity and the human
body,” one of the most important subjects in western art
history, and it showcased over 120 pieces of classic artworks
from the Tate Museum including oil paintings, sculptures,
photography, and other art forms. Ever since the late 18th
century, the naked body has been one of the cores of artistic
creation, and it has continued to be challenged and reshaped
by artists, critics, and viewers. Through this exhibition, viewers
were able to get an overview of the most important 200 years
of western art history.

When it comes to urban aesthetics, the KMFA has also
connected various cultural sites and institutes in the city
to create new curatorial possibilities. The first exhibition in
the museum’s renovated space, Still Waters Run Deep, was
inspired by the museum’s location in the Love River’s river
basin. It draws upon aspects such as urban space, cultural
context and sensitivity to contemporary art trends, creating an
interdisciplinary exhibition that combines international artistic
languages and local historical heritage.

KAOHSIUNG MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
2018 Annual Report

Playing a Part in Art History

In 2018, the KMFA continued to take on the responsibility
of introducing art history to viewers, holding special-topic
research exhibitions for significant Taiwanese artists in hope
to help construct Taiwan's history of art and culture as well
as explore the forms and contents of artistic development.
This year, individual research exhibitions were held for artists
including Lee Kuang-Yu, Lin Hong-Wen, Hsu Tzu-Kuey, and Lin
Hsin-Yueh. An individual exhibition was also held for architect
Hsieh Ying-Chun. Also, research exhibitions featuring pieces
of artworks from the museum’s collection were also held,
including The Essential: New Acquisitions, Tomb of the Soul,
Her Story about Sculpture.

As for exhibitions with solicited works, the Forum for Creativity
in Art continues to call for contemporary art exhibitions that
convey the spirit of the era and are also innovative in terms
of topic, form, content, concept, and discourse. Also, the
Gallery for Citizens encourages local visual artists to submit
their artworks that depict the art environment and cultural
landscape of the Kaohsiung area.

This year, 2018, marks the 22nd year the Kaohsiung Awards
have been held. These awards have become one of the most
distinctive art prizes in Taiwan, providing a platform for new
upcoming artists to express their creative energy and love for
their land as well as encouragement for the creation of original
contemporary artworks. In order to allow young artists to
create anywhere they wish, the Kaohsiung Awards now accept
submissions from all over the country, hoping to recognize
more young artists with potential. The Kaohsiung Awards are
not just an award, but also an opportunity for the winners
to engage and exchange with senior artists, who serve as the
judges of the award.
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Key Collections to Develop the Curatorial Discourse
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A Review of KMFA's Collections in 2018

In 2018, the KMFA continued to focus on key pieces of artworks that
created versatile contexts and also broadened the scope of the museum'’s
collection. Through simultaneously collecting classic local/southern
Taiwanese artworks as well as contemporary artworks by rising artists, the
museum has been able to sculpt a historical perspective with both breadth
and depth. This year, the KMFA collected a total of 22 pieces of artworks,
including classic southern artworks and new creations by the winners
of the Kaohsiung Awards. One of the new additions to the museum’s
collection is the surreal Spring of Alishan, created in 1957 by Chuang Shih-
Ho, a pioneering artist in Taiwan's wave of modernization. Also, through
holding special-topic research exhibitions that focus on Kaohsiung artists,
the museum has collected significant artworks from important stages of
the lives of some artists, such as Liu Keng-I's Father's Birthday; Lee Kuang-
Yu's Goddess of the Earthly Creations, which stands for a turning point
in his artistic career; and Facing the Unknown Future, by Lin Bo-Liang, a
documentary photographer who cares greatly about social issues. Another
notable addition to the museum’s collection is Yang Shun-Fa’s Submerged
Beauty of Formosa, which explores environmental issues through hauntingly
beautiful prints.

Also, in 2018, the KMFA has put much effort into acquiring international
artworks to broaden the museum’s horizons and diversify the collection.
Through the Still Waters Run Deep exhibition, which was held at the
beginning of 2018, the museum has been able to keep a few important
pieces of artwork created by various foreign artists, including sculptures
and installations by Japanese artists Masaya Hashimoto and Yoshihiro Suda,
visual imagery by Miwa Yanagi, and Many Spoken Words and The Pond by
Su-Mei Tse.

Thanks to immense support from artists, the KMFA received a total of ten
pieces of donated artworks this year, including Liu Chi-Hsiang’s Shadow [
and Yellow Dress, kindly donated by his children after the KMFA bought
in artworks created by their father; large oil painting, Homage to Taroko
Gorge, Il, kindly donated by artist Liu Keng-I; Records of the Relocation
of Hongmaogang Village, kindly donated by artist Chen Po-I; artwork by
Wang Hsin-Feng, kindly donated by his family; and the artwork donated by
2018 Kaohsiung Award winner Hsiao Sheng-Chien. Well-known American
conceptual artist Joseph Kosuth was also kind enough to donate his
artwork, (Waiting for-) Texts for Nothing #8 after its exhibition in Still Waters
Run Deep, allowing it to stay in Taiwan to inspire more viewers. We are
grateful for the kindness of all our donators for generously making the
artwork donations that enrich the KMFA collection.
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Mobilize Research Resources with Creativity

The KMFA continues to explore and highlight studies and
publications of the southern artistic perspective in 2018.
To spearhead art research as an art museum, the KMFA has
developed thematic studies and publications around our
collections, and produced digital archives and documentaries
as important art records. Theses are all endeavors to enhance
the depth and breath of our professional research capacity and
to share much cherished art resources with the public.

The KMFA Audio-Visual Archive is one cornerstone project.
As online audio and video platforms become widely popular,
the KMFA is committed to aligning with cutting-edge media
publishing and content dissimilation trends and enhancing
the visibility of our collections and local artworks. The KMFA
invited scholars, artists, and curators to guide the audience
through the collections on the convenient and far-reaching
cloud-based platform. The program was moderated by Golden
Bell Award-winner Shan Wei-Ming, and together with the
participating experts including Shi Jin-Hua, Kuo Li-Hsin, Hsiao
Chong-Ray, Huang Yu-Shan, Lee Yun-Yi, Lin Yu-Shih, and Chen
Shui-Tsai, the KMFA Audio-Visual Archive immersed the viewers

and listeners into the stories of these visual art collections.

Another 2018 initiative worth mentioning is the Kaohsiung
Landscape in Transition: Exploring the Museum Collection
through Art Game, a local-art-history-themed board
game developed in collaboration with the Department of
Animation and Game Design, Shu-Te University. This board
game incorporated local Kaohsiung landscape collections
to bring art into the lives of people. The board game comes
with an introduction film and a fascinating AR art-viewing
feature. Designed for four to six players, the game is suitable
for families and for schools’ local cultural and historical
curriculums.

KAOHSIUNG MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
2018 Annual Report

Publication of Art Accrediting Bimonthly and
Diverse Publication Programs

Year 2018 marks the 14th year of the KMFA's bimonthly Art
Accrediting magazine. The Art Accrediting bimonthly highlights
a specific contemporary art and museum topic, viewing the
KMFA exhibitions and local art developments through the lens
of a professional art magazine. With these text production
and publication efforts, the KMFA hopes to open up more
possibilities to connect with contemporary art and cultural
discourses, and to enhance the readership impact and brand
identity of Art Accrediting.

In addition to the long-term publication of Art Accrediting,
the KMFA also published the book Sound of Footsteps on the
Island-Contemporary Austronesian Art Highlights in Taiwan, a
collection of life histories of indigenous artists spanning from
2005 to 2018. Theseartist interviews were originally published
in the bi-monthly Art Accrediting magazine and now we are
pleased to compile our past efforts in this book. Although
time’s fleeting passage leaves only fragmentary marks of
artists’creativity, it highlights the roads the artists have traveled,
and this book documented the journey.
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Cross-Disciplinary Events and Lectures

Since we launched the inter-disciplinary KMFA Lecture in
May 2017, we continue to explore possibilities to bring in
more disciplines to enrich the lecture discussions, including
contemporary cultures, philosophy, and artistic thoughts and
trends. In-depth lectures on Special Exhibitions have also
been held to engage the audience cultural issues. During the
exhibition Nude: Art from the Tate collection, the KMFA invited
Prof. Kuang-Yi Chen from Department of Fine Arts of National
Taiwan University of Arts to organized the Body and Culture art
seminar series. The KMFA also continues to hold Gallery Talks
and evening concerts on the weekends, which remain very
popular among the museum visitors.

In terns of audience engagement, the KMFA also held the
European Forum: International Museum Academy in Taiwan in
2018 under the theme, Audience Development: Re-examine
Museum Engagement in Citizens’ Life. This Forum facilitated
an in-depth discussion about how Taiwan’s and international
fine arts museum could become part of people’s lives, so as to
enrich everyday aesthetics and feelings.

Enjoy New Possibilities of an Art Museum

The KMFA has held various kinds of art activities in 2018 to
encourage the audience to experience the Museum from
innovative perspectives, even with the use of “body” to take in
the atmosphere. Among them, the KMFA enlisted prominent
local artists to lead the Nude Sketch Workshop, in which
participants learned to observe human body and capture the
structure and beauty of body lines, resembling how art schools
provide sketch trainings with life drawing models.

While most people think of art museums as a sanctuary
for quiet appreciation, the KMFA also hosted a number of
activities for visitors to experience the museum with their
body movement. Lin Lee-Chen from the Legend Lin Dance
Theatre led a dance workshop during the Still Waters Run
Deep exhibition. As part of the Nude: Masterpieces from Tate
exhibition, the KMFA held yoga sessions in the gallery, and also
invited Cloud Gate Dance Classroom to develop a dedicated
dance workshop for adults and the elderly to “observe human
bodies with their own bodies.” To celebrate the first time
that The Kiss by Rodin is showcased outside Europe, the

KAOHSIUNG MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
2018 Annual Report

KMFA also staged a kissing flash mob, as part of the KMFA's
efforts to engage the audience with creativity and inject pop
culture vitality into the art museum. Taishin Holdings continue
to support our weekend evening concerts. During the Still
Waters Run Deep special exhibition, the KMFA invited musician
Christine Hsu to develop a series of music theater activities,
introducing the KMFA audience to a novel, wholesome
listening and physical experience.

Social Engagement and Volunteer Support

This year, KMFA continues to operate and maintain its
volunteer teams and to explore new possibilities of volunteer
service. The number of KMFA volunteers has increased to over
a thousand from the 100-person scale in its conception. The
volunteers generously contribute their efforts to navigation
services, exhibition management and audience services. In
2018, the operation of the volunteer teams continues and
stabilizes, putting into practice the spirit of active cooperation,
professional extension and caring for the society. We will
continue to develop innovations and breakthroughs in the
recruitment, management, and utilization of volunteer services,
so that volunteers not only provide first-line services to the
audience, but also are enabled to fully exert their talents and
expertise.
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The Kaohsiung Children’s Museum of Art
(KCMA) is the first professional arts institution in
Taiwan dedicated for children. With arts as the
foundation and education as the mission, the
KCMA aims to bring quality art education to the
young audience. The KCMA spares no effort in
promoting all forms of children’s art education.

The KCMA regularly plans art exhibitions curated
specially for children. In 2018, My Secret Garden
was presented, an exhibition based on the KMFA
Ecological Park, as well as Hello! My Little House,
an architecture-themed exhibition that encourages
children’s spatial exhibition and aesthetics
development. As part of the main exhibitions,
the KCMA has designed and organized thematic
workshops, story-telling events, classroom
courses, and summer campus. For example, the
Architect Classroom workshop was designed for
both children and their parents to learn, interact,
and engage in a creative space. The KCMA also
regularly holds outreach programs, promoting
art education in school campuses, training art
instructors, and touring art exhibitions in remote
townships. These are all aligned with the KCMA's
commitment to step out of museum compounds
and bring artistic vitality to all corners of our
society.
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Preparing for Full Launch of KMFA
Membership

The KMFA initiated its core membership
recruitment and service system in 2018. This
initiative aimed to upgrade membership service,
introduce corporate management, enhance
social engagement, and better utilize social
resources. This was also a buildup for the
complete launching of KMFA membership.
To truly incorporate members as a part of the
museum, the membership offers exclusive
exhibition and spatial access the the KFMA
members and patrons.

Energizing Museum-Corporation
Partnership

Starting from 2017, the KMFA developed
dedicated collaboration projects with
corporations of different industries and
scales. In 2018, the KMFA actively sought
further collaboration and dialogues with
private corporations. Special thanks to Hopax
Chemicals for sponsoring the formaldehyde
removal in the exhibition galleries, to Taishin
Holdings for supporting our monthly weekend
evening concerts, to Jiu Zen Nan Pastry House
for contributing to children’s art education
and providing event souvenirs, and to Xue Xue
Foundation for co-organizing the annual new
year's art program. In the future, we will further
develop and establish mutually beneficial
museum-corporation partnerships in museum
operation, promotion of major international
exhibitions, and membership collaboration.
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New-Generation of Daily Aesthetics

In 2018, KOLLECTION, the original KMFA brand, continues to launch a series of unique cultural creative items tailored for
specific exhibitions. A postcard collection was designed as part of the Still Waters Run Deep exhibition in the newly configured
space. Twelve postcards were selected and developed from the The Essential: New Acquisitions. During the exhibition of Nude:
Masterpieces from Tate, the KMFA collaborated with artisan pottery studio Cilin to design ceramic mugs inspired by the The Kiss
and The Bath of Psyche. David Hockney's prints that address gender issues with his unique aesthetics style inspired a KOLLECTION
cups set. The KMFA also created a tote bag and silk scarves that drew inspiration from the astonishing brushstrokes by artist Lin
Hsin-Yueh in his exhibition, Magical Light and Shadow in Nature.
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